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e are deeply saddened by the unexpected
passing of Dr. Chris Weaver on the morn-
ing of Sunday, 29 June 2025. Chris was a

valued and longtime member of the IEEE Computer
Graphics and Applications (IEEE CG&A) editorial
board and most recently served as Associate Editor-
in-Chief of Special Issues.

An associate professor in the School of Computer
Science at the University of Oklahoma, Chris earned a
Ph.D. in Computer Science from the University of Wis-
consin-Madison. From 2005 to 2008, he worked as a
research associate at the GeoVISTA Center at Penn
State, where he cofounded the North-East Visualiza-
tion and Analytics Center (NEVAC) and led the devel-
opment of several award-winning visual analysis tools.
His research combined visualization, human-com-
puter interaction, databases, and data mining to sup-
port the exploration of complex data.

Chris was in the prime of life, and his sudden pass-
ing has been especially difficult for all who knew and
worked with him. His colleagues from IEEE CG&A, the
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visualization and visual analytics community, NEVAC,
and the University of Oklahoma mourn his loss and
honor the lasting impact he made on the field and on
those around him. Figure 1 shows a portrait of Chris,
whose warmth, brilliance, and generosity touched so
many. The following tributes reflect the deep respect
and admiration he inspired throughout his career.

Working with Chris Weaver on Digital Humanities proj-
ects was a joy. He relished having a good problem to
solve, and the delight he took in visualizing complex
subjects led us both to look at our fields with new
eyes. His keen wit and good humor balanced his pene-
trating insights and his uncanny ability to find poten-
tial flaws in a plan. We valued and esteemed him
highly as a collaborator on grant-funded projects, just
as his graduate students valued, respected, and
admired him as a mentor and guide. Most of all, we
cherished his friendship. We will miss him greatly.

| was fortunate to collaborate with Chris on several
projects, mainly during his time with the NEVAC. Our
first joint work—a paper on visual analysis of
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FIGURE 1. Chris Weaver (1969-2025), remembered for his
visionary contributions to visualization and his unwavering
dedication to community, mentorship, and collaborative

scholarship.

conflicting opinions for the inaugural VAST sympo-
sium—showcased how powerful and versatile his
Improvise system was. We also worked on grant pro-
posals and a special issue on visual text analytics later
on. Chris was an extraordinary researcher—insightful,
generous, and inspiring. His contributions to visual
analytics demonstrate a distinctive degree of ele-
gance and grace.

Chris was an early mentor as | completed my Ph.D. His
work on Improvise shaped my understanding of multi-
view coordination, and his later project on historic
hotel records inspired my humanities-focused visuali-
zation research. In 2009, he hosted me at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma, encouraging me at a pivotal
moment as | launched my lab. Over nearly two
decades, we met at IEEE VIS and collaborated on com-
mittees, the Visualization for Digital Humanities
workshops, and a Dagstuhl Seminar on visual text
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analytics. | will miss Chris as a generous mentor, val-
ued collaborator, and dear conference friend.

Chris was not only a colleague but also a friend. At
every conference, we'd find each other at some official
event and decide to get away. We'd retreat to a nearby
bar; other attendees would find us to explore exciting
ideas and discuss the future of visualization late into
the night. Chris always had new directions he was
exploring: while Improvise was an early look at manag-
ing multiple coordinated views, he could be found
editing IEEE CG&A, running symposia on the future of
the field, and researching data analysis techniques for
text, games, and progressive visualization.

Chris was a great colleague in the team, handling IEEE
CG&A'’s special issues. It is very sad to hear of his
passing, before which he still looked rather energetic
in the EIC meeting. It was also very sudden. Chris still
actively sent us emails a few days before, making com-
ments and sharing his thoughts on various plans. You
are very devoted. Your dedication, gentleness, and leg-
acy will be dearly missed.

| first met Chris at a Dagstuhl Seminar on InfoVis in
2007 and was impressed by his impact on the commu-
nity through the Improvise framework for building
highly coordinated data visualizations and his deep
understanding of our research field. He was not only a
brilliant colleague, but also fair, helpful, open-minded,
and a terrific speaker and teacher. | learned a lot from
him in many ways. Over the years, we became friends
and often met at conferences, both for engaging dis-
cussions and to enjoy a beer and dinner together. | will
deeply miss the privilege of working and sharing these
moments with him.

Chris joined the Penn State GeoVISTA Center in
August 2005, as he was finishing up his Ph.D. He was a
key part of our research team for three years. From
the start, Chris played a critical leadership role in our
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visual analytics research and development and its dis-
semination (particularly as we launched the NEVAC);
he was a committed and successful mentor to our
multidisciplinary group of grad students; and he was a
lot of fun to engage in research debates and collabo-
rate with. Chris had a lasting impact on the many grad
students and faculty colleagues he worked with, both
during his time at Penn State and well beyond.

What I'll remember most about Chris is his enthusias-
tic and positive energy about everything. Whether pur-
suing opportunities or putting out fires, he was always
upbeat and looking forward. | never saw him discour-
aged or close to giving up. Handling IEEE CG&A spe-
cial issues involves juggling a half dozen complex
projects at all stages of progress and aggravation, and
Chris remained buoyant throughout. A great guy gone
from us before his time.

Chris' time at the GeoVISTA Center at Penn State pro-
pelled many creative and impactful projects. Chris
thrived on intriguing datasets and pushed the limits
on what InfoVis could do. | have vivid memories of his
demo with Improvise showing all the ways one could
visually represent movie data; it was mind-blowing at
the time. Together, we worked fast, set a high bar for
creative solutions, and made prototypes and papers
that fueled major career strides. | have fond memories
of our late nights working on wacky VAST contest sol-
utions, banal project reports, and everything in
between.

| met Chris at BELIV 2010, when | was still a Ph.D. stu-
dent and already admired his Improvise framework for
coordinated views. Talking to him, | quickly realized he
wasn't just super smart, but also incredibly kind, with
a huge sense of humor. | still remember how
impressed | was when he used Winnie the Pooh to
explain his ideas at a VIS panel! In 2017, he joined us
for a sabbatical in Vienna—many deep discussions fol-
lowed, often while strolling the city. Among his many
contributions, let me just highlight the recent Progres-
sive Data Analysis book he coauthored. Chris, you'll be
greatly missed!
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Chris Weaver's influence extended far beyond his
research and professional accomplishments. He was a
source of energy, creativity, and encouragement to
those around him. His collaborative spirit, intellectual
generosity, and unwavering dedication left a mark on
colleagues, students, and the broader visualization
community. We honor his legacy by carrying forward
the curiosity, compassion, and excellence that defined
his life and career.

The first author expresses gratitude to Danyel Fisher
for nominating several coauthors and for his coordina-
tion throughout the project.
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